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CIA supporters fight
to control covert actlons

B) Elmer W. Lammi

Usied Press initernational

:WASHINGTOI\ — Former ClA di-
rector William E. Colby suggested
yesterdav that Congress threaten the

mxellxgence agency with budgetcuts

10 stop secrel military -actons of
shich it disapproves, ratheri‘than
demanding advance approval, _

i Testifying before the House Intelli- -

gence Committee, Colby said requir-
mg advance congressional authori-
Zation of covert CIA “operations “will .
ensure that no clandestine ‘activity -

of that sort will ever ‘take piace™ - .

1:Colby, who is now with a Washing-

ton Jaw firm, criticized as unwise a-

bill introduced by Rep.” Wyche
Fowler Jr. (D.. Ga.)’ calling for -ad-
vance approval of cover: operations,
but said the bill was probab]y con-
stitutional.” -

#Rep. G. William Whnehurst (R.
Va.), a ranking member, 51 the panel,
and Ricbard Larkin, a retired Army
general ‘-who was a Tormer depurv
director of the CIA,+bothiconended

that Fowler’s Jegislation would be an

unconstitutional restriction~on _the -

‘powers of the president. ' - °

¢ Larkin, who heads the 3,S00-mem- -
ber Association- of Former Intelli-
g’ence Officers, said Fowler's propos-

“do mot serve “the -ultimate
purpose of strengthening the Ameri-
ean hand against the tough — yes,

4nd ruthless — opposition we face in
‘gur intelligence operations abroad.”

Colbv and Larkin xesnned at the
opening of three days of hearings
called in response 1o congressional
concerns over coveri -U.S. actvities

in support of Nicaraguan insurgents.

:Fowler is the author.ef three bilis
callmg for tougber .congressional

~.controls on the ClAand other intelh

.gence agencies. . veis: ‘:“;‘: 2

He said one bill would 'reqmre

“plicit suthorization™ for 'clmdsune '

paramilitary or mhtxryacnons un-
Ias ‘the president finds *extraordi-
‘Dary circumstances” aﬁemng vnal
U.S .interests. - . CEEDSe s

Opening the heanng \commjhee
chairman Edward P. -Boland (D.,
"Mass.) said Congress could do litde
_ foprevent the President from antho-
nzmg covert activities .except by
“publicly exposing™ them. While
Congres could cut off funding, he
said, this would have no :effect uxml
1be following fiscal year.-© .

But Colby, warning agamst “un- |
necessary restricuons,” -suggested

that Congress rein in thé CIA by |
-1elling its director *“we're going o I

‘take it out of your hide” by cuing *

~his budget 10 times the.cost of any -

-.objectionable operanon “That wil)
get his attention,” Colby promised.

The .suggestion was sharply criti-
cized by Fowler, who accused Colby

-of being “facetious” in suggesting -

such “blackmailing” of the CIA.
But Colby msxsted, “It's not that far

“out an idea.”
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